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The transatlantic network: 

Funding Islamophobia and Israeli settlements 

Sarah Marusek 

 

Introduction 

Against the backdrop of the latest global economic recession, endless foreign-backed violence 

across the Middle East and increasing levels of migration into Europe, Islamophobia has 

somehow become a more acceptable form of racism in the West. Indeed, the trend is startlingly 

clear. In the US, billionaire businessman Donald Trump won the 2016 presidential election after 

promising to ban Muslims from entering the country.1 Across the Atlantic, far right politician 

Marine Le Pen stands a chance in 2017 of winning the French presidency,2 after a spate of 

horrible attacks in the country were committed by individuals widely described as Muslim 

fundamentalists, even though they hardly practised their religion.3 And in Germany, the most 

recent local elections have seen newfound success for anti-immigrant parties.4 The electoral 

gains of the far right indicates that the Islamophobic fringe is increasingly becoming mainstream, 

often displacing (although not totally replacing) the vicious anti-Semitism of the past.5 Hafez 

(2015) has argued that this shift from anti-Semitism to Islamophobia goes beyond European 

borders and enables Europe’s far right to connect to extremist Israeli parties and the far right in 

the US, creating a well-funded transatlantic movement. This chapter examines whether or not 

the empirical evidence supports Hafez’s argument by investigating some of the key funders and 

relationships sustaining what can be called the transatlantic Islamophobia network. 

 

Two things are important to stress up front. Firstly, I am not in any way claiming that all 

supporters of Israel are part of the transatlantic Islamophobia network; this is certainly not the 
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case. The individuals and groups specifically examined here are exceptional, albeit politically 

powerful. Secondly, narrowing in on those right-wing individuals and groups within the pro-

Israel lobby that are peddling Islamophobia qualifies neither as a conspiracy theory nor anti-

Semitism.6 I am relying upon empirical evidence (tax filings) as the primary source to try to shed 

light on a powerful political force, not a religion. Indeed, this chapter examines the funding and 

relationships that sustain hatred towards Islam by focussing on a narrow group of activists 

mostly on the extreme end of the pro-Israel movement. Furthermore, the Americans involved in 

this network are overwhelmingly Republican. While a 2016 survey found that 79 per cent of 

Democrats held favourable views of Muslims and 64 per cent of Islam, favourability among 

Republicans was a dismal 42 per cent for Muslims and 24 per cent for Islam.7  

 

Meanwhile, although Western support for Israel’s policies in the occupied territories is declining, 

this is not true among Republicans, who have further moved to the right. This shift was visible in 

January 2017 when Republican senators Ted Cruz and Lindsey Graham set in motion a bill that 

would defund the United Nations after the Security Council approved resolution 2334 

condemning Israeli settlements.8 While the US has long protected Israel from criticism at the UN, 

censuring its settlement expansion was previously standard American policy. Furthermore, 

Republican senators Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz and Dean Heller introduced another bill to cut the 

funding for embassy security globally (except in Tel Aviv) if the US did not move its Israeli 

embassy to Jerusalem, in line with Trump’s campaign promise.9 Again, while the house and 

senate have long called for moving the embassy, if enacted, this law would put American lives at 

risk. The combination of all these developments has inspired strategic new alliances between 

anti-Islam Republicans and supporters of Israeli expansion into historical Palestine not only in 

the US, but also in Europe, Israel and the occupied territories. 
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While none of the organisations in the transatlantic Islamophobia network are required to publicly 

list their donors, searching through the individual tax documents of registered charities and 

foundations in the US and UK allows one to ascertain to whom they send funds. I focus on the US, 

where philanthropy has always played an important role because the government has a weaker 

influence on society than in European countries. Thus, private American donors inevitably play an 

oversized role in giving, whether domestically or abroad. Ostrower’s (1995) study of New York 

philanthropists illustrates that the elites who fund charities are actually quite heterogeneous; 

there are various social pressures at work alongside different moral and political agendas. 

Nevertheless, philanthropy generally works to reproduce the class hierarchies that it depends on. 

While considerable scholarly attention has been paid to the important role that liberal American 

foundations have historically had in the reproduction of global capitalism and forms of cultural 

imperialism (see Roelofs 2007), despite whatever good intentions they may have (see Arnove and 

Pinede 2007; for a critique of this literature see Berndtson 2007), less focussed consideration has 

been paid to their conservative counterparts. Furthermore, meaningful studies on the specific elite 

networks that foundations help to propagate are thin on the ground (for an analysis of their 

historical role both within the US and in pushing American hegemony abroad, see Parmar 2012). 

 

Focusing particularly on a group of right-wing anti-Islam organisations based in the US, Europe and 

Israel, this chapter looks at the main American personalities that are funding them. Instead of 

centring on one group of elites or selected charities/foundations, the originality here is to first 

make an empirical connection by finding out who is donating money to the Islamophobic network, 

and then to check whether or not these charities/foundations are also funding Israeli settlements. 

Of course, this approach also has its limitations: sending donations does not necessarily mean that 

all donors are in full agreement with the groups in question, let alone fully aware of their agenda. 
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However, since the donations do have political consequences, it is imperative to follow the money. 

This research draws on a series of projects undertaken by Public Interest Investigations on 

neoconservatism, the transatlantic Islamophobia network and right-wing pro-Israel groups, 

examining the various connections between them (Cronin et al. 2016; Griffin et al. 2015; Marusek 

and Miller 2015; Mills et al. 2013 and Mills et al. 2011). Based on investigative research of media, 

NGO, policy reports and internet archives, we follow the money to engage in social network 

analysis, highlighting the relationships between people, organisations and power (see Cronin, 

Marusek and Miller 2016: 11-12). Data in this chapter is drawn particularly from annual reports 

lodged by charities, foundations, think tanks and other groups with regulators in the US and UK. In 

the US, we examined annual tax filings with the Internal Revenue Service; and in the UK, annual 

reports and accounts lodged with the Charity Commission.10 The data includes documents 

associated with those organisations that we are interested in; but more importantly, also with the 

charities and foundations that pass money to such anti-Islam groups.  

 

Key organisations peddling Islamophobia 

There are a number of influential American organisations overtly promoting an anti-Islam agenda. 

These include (in alphabetical order): the Center for Security Policy, Clarion Project, Committee for 

Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America (CAMERA), David Horowitz Freedom Center, 

Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Investigative Project on Terrorism, Gatestone Institute, 

Middle East Forum, Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI) and Washington Institute for 

Middle East Policy (WINEP). While there are many other groups in the US promoting 

Islamophobia, I focus primarily on these ten organisations as the most active and influential in the 

media and in policy debates. In addition to the above, there are other groups in the US, Israel and 

Europe that are promoting a range of issues that include Islamophobia, and which, the data 
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shows, share many of the same funders as the more overt organisations highlighted above. The 

additional four I focus on are (in alphabetical order): the European Foundation for Democracy in 

Brussels, Henry Jackson Society in London, NGO Monitor in Jerusalem and UN Watch in Geneva. 

 

The determination of these 14 organisations as being key to the transatlantic Islamophobia network 

builds on existing research. A report published by the Center for American Progress names the heads 

of the Center for Security Policy, David Horowitz Freedom Center, Investigative Project on Terrorism 

and Middle East Forum as ‘the leading lights of the Islamophobia network’ in the US (Ali, W. Clifton, 

E., Duss, M., Fang, L., Keyes, S. and Shakir, F, 2011: 7). The Southern Poverty Law Center also lists the 

heads of these four organisations, in addition to Robert Spencer, head of Jihad Watch, a project of 

the David Horowitz Freedom Center, as anti-Muslim extremists.11 A subsequent report by the 

Council on American-Islamic Relations, or CAIR, (2013) adds the Clarion Project and MEMRI to this 

list. Furthermore, the Southern Poverty Law Center lists the Center for Security Policy as a hate 

group, saying that: ‘For the past decade, [its] main focus has been on demonising Islam and Muslims 

under the guise of national security;’12 as well as the David Horowitz Freedom Center, calling the 

latter ‘the premier financier of anti-Muslim voices and radical ideologies, as well as acting as an 

exporter of misinformation that seeks to increase popular appeal for Horowitz’s fears and phobias’.13 

The data shows that both the Center for Security Policy and David Horowitz Freedom Center share at 

least one funder with all of the above organisations. Furthermore, the Center for Security Policy’s 

director, Steve Emerson, is also a director of MEMRI, while his wife sits on the board of NGO 

Monitor. As this chapter shows, there are many other organisational and financial linkages that 

justify grouping them together as a network to be interrogated. 
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So, while not every organisation above is explicitly peddling an Islamophobic agenda, their shared 

funders indicate that there is also a shared political mission. Indeed, a careful examination of their 

relationships, activities and publications backs up this claim. Public Interest Investigations’ 

research shows that each of these groups appears to be prominent in what we call the 

transatlantic Islamophobia network, although it is important to stress again that the network is not 

limited to these 14 organisations alone. Table 1 provides some background on each organisation, 

including key people. Note that Robert Spencer, an American right-wing activist banned from 

entering the UK in 2013 for his extremist views,14 is affiliated with two of the below 14 

organisations. Abe Foxman, head of the Anti-Defamation League, has argued that Spencer and 

others like him promote ‘a conspiratorial anti-Muslim agenda under the pretext of fighting radical 

Islam,’ drawing comparisons between their worldview and the anti-Semitism of the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries.15 Spencer and Pamela Geller co-founded the group Stop Islamization of 

America, which the Southern Poverty Law Centre has also classified as a hate group.16 

Table 6.1: Foundations identified with the transatlantic Islamophobia network 
 

Organisation Location Key people Notes 

Center for Security 
Policy 

Washington DC Frank Gaffney Gaffney argues that: ‘nearly every major Muslim 
organisation in the US is actually controlled by the 
[Muslim Brotherhood] or a derivative organisation. 
Consequently, most of the Muslim-American groups 
of any prominence in America are now known to be, 
as a matter of fact, hostile to the US and its 
Constitution’ (Ali et al, 2011: 30). 

Clarion Project Washington DC Robert Shore Initially linked with Aish HaTorah,17 the Clarion 
Project produces virulently anti-Muslim films, 
including Obsession: Radical Islam's War Against the 
West and The Third Jihad: Radical Islam's Vision for 
America. Robert is the brother of Ephraim Shore, 
who heads the pro-Israel media watchdog 
HonestReporting.18 

Committee for 
Accuracy in Middle 
East Reporting in 
America (CAMERA) 

Boston, MA Andrea Levin Monitors both the American and British media for 
alleged anti-Israeli bias, as well as US college 
campuses.19 Its website has an extensive database of 
journalists that it has targeted over the years, 
including many prominent Israelis.20  

David Horowitz 
Freedom Center 

Sherman Oaks, 
CA 

David Horowitz and 
Peter Collier 

The Anti-Defamation League charges that the centre 
has ‘consistently [vilified] the Islamic faith under the 
guise of fighting radical Islam’ and ‘introduced a 
growing number of Americans to its conspiratorial 
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anti-Muslim agenda’.21 The anti-Muslim author and 
activist Robert Spencer currently serves as its ‘Jihad 
Watch Director’.22 

European 
Foundation for 
Democracy 

Brussels Roberta Bonazzi, 
Nicola Dell'Arciprete 
and Miguel Papi 
Boucher 

Dell'Arciprete previously worked as an assistant to 
an MEP with the far-right Italian party Lega Nord 
(Northern League),23 during which time she 
participated in a tour of occupied east Jerusalem 
hosted by Ateret Cohanim, an organisation affiliated 
with Israeli settlers.24 The foundation has adopted a 
number of political campaigns that echo policies 
advocated by the Israeli establishment; for example, 
proposing a European ban on television channels 
linked to Hamas and Hizbullah.25 

Foundation for 
Defense of 
Democracies 

Washington DC Clifford May and R. 
James Woolsey 

Eli Clifton of Salon news website has called the 
foundation ‘Washington’s premiere hawkish think 
tank’.26 It has organisational and financial ties to the 
European Foundation for Democracy. 

Gatestone Institute New York, NY Nina Rosenwald and 
John Bolton 

Among the writers it has published are Peder 
Nøstvold Jensen (who previously wrote under the 
pseudonym of Fjordman), a far-right blogger 
‘idolised’ by Norwegian mass murderer Anders 
Breivik; and Robert Spencer.27 

Henry Jackson 
Society 

London Alan Mendoza and 
Douglas Murray 

Murray once infamously said that ‘conditions for 
Muslims in Europe should be made harder across the 
board’ and that all immigration from Muslim 
countries ‘should be stopped’.28 After the brutal 
attack on 7 January 2015 against Charlie Hebdo 
newspaper, he blamed Islamists for being behind 
anti-Semitic hate crime in Europe, asking ‘Why do 
they always target the Jews?’, this question 
following a reference to the Muslim ‘population who 
came to Europe since the Holocaust’.29 

Investigative Project 
on Terrorism 

Washington DC Steve Emerson Emerson once presented the Associated Press with a 
purported FBI dossier showing ties between Muslim 
American organisations and radical Islamist groups. 
The agency’s reporters ‘concluded [that] the dossier 
was created by Emerson and that [Emerson] had 
edited out all phrases, taken out anything that made 
it look like his’ (Ali et al, 2011: 49). In January 2015, 
Emerson falsely told Fox News that Birmingham is a 
‘Muslim-only city’ where non-Muslims ‘don't go’. 
The subsequent public outcry forced him to 
apologise.30 

Middle East Forum Philadelphia, PA Daniel Pipes Lean (2012: 5) has called Pipes ‘the grandfather of 
Islamophobia’. He created widespread controversy 
in 2002 when he launched a website called Campus 
Watch, which posted dossiers on academics critical 
of Israel and encouraged students to report 
comments or behaviour that might be considered 
hostile to Israel (Mearsheimer and Walt, 2006: 47). 
The dossiers were removed after only two weeks, 
but the website continues to solicit student 
complaints of academic deemed anti-Israel. 

Middle East Media 
Research Institute 
(MEMRI) 

Washington DC Yigal Carmon, 
Meyrav Wurmser 
and Steve Emerson 

Distributes free English language translations of 
Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Pashto and Turkish media 
reports. Carmon is a former Israeli military 
intelligence officer. Brian Whitaker, a journalist for 
The Guardian, has argued that it poses ‘as a research 
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institute when it’s basically a propaganda 
operation’.31 Robert Spencer hails MEMRI as ‘a 
goldmine of translated material’ (Ali et al, 2011: 94). 

NGO Monitor Jerusalem Gerald Steinberg Exists in partnership with the Institute for Zionist 
Strategies, led by Israel Harel, a founder of the Gush 
Emunim settler movement.32 Israeli journalist Didi 
Remez says that NGO Monitor ‘is a partisan 
operation that suppresses its perceived ideological 
adversaries through the sophisticated use of 
McCarthyite techniques – blacklisting, guilt by 
association and selective filtering of facts.’33 

UN Watch Geneva Morris Abram Under the control of the American Jewish 
Committee since 2001, its mission is to campaign 
against United Nations officials critical of Israel.34 
Former chess champion Garry Kasparov, a UN Watch 
board member, penned an editorial in the Wall 
Street Journal arguing that Islamists were waging a 
‘global war on modernity,’ setting ‘the time machine 
to the Dark Ages’.35 

Washington Institute 
of Near East Policy 

Washington DC Martin Indyk and 
Barbi Weinberg 

Sometimes referred to as the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee’s (AIPAC) think tank,36 its board of 
advisors includes formerly high-ranking US security 
officials, such as, Richard Perle, former US Assistant 
Secretary of Defence, and Robert McFarlane, former 
US National Security Advisor.37 

 

The transatlantic Islamophobia network’s key figures and funders 

As noted above, overlapping relations are not uncommon in the transatlantic Islamophobia 

network. For example, in addition to chairing the Foundation for Defense of Democracies,38 R. 

James Woolsey, former director of the CIA, is also an advisor to the Henry Jackson Society,39 

MEMRI,40 NGO Monitor,41 and WINEP.42 In 2010, Woolsey co-authored a book on the perceived 

threat of shariah (Islamic) law in the US, with, amongst others, retired military general William 

Boykin and Frank Gaffney, head of the Center for Security Policy. Then there is Nina Rosenwald, 

head of the Gatestone Institute, who is also affiliated with the Center for Security Policy, 

CAMERA and Middle East Forum.43 Furthermore, her Abstraction Fund finances nine of the 14 

organisations highlighted above. Indeed, Max Blumenthal has dubbed Rosenwald ‘the sugar 

mama of anti-Muslim hate’ due to the claim that she uses ‘her millions to cement the alliance 

between the pro-Israel lobby and the Islamophobic fringe’.44 And finally, Elliott Abrams, a former 

US national security advisor, has been a member of the Center for Security Policy, a director of 
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MEMRI,45 an author at the Gatestone Institute,46 and an outside expert at WINEP.47 Figure 1 

gives us a better idea of how some of the key figures of the transatlantic network are connected 

not only to each other, but also to the Israeli government and affiliated institutions like the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya, which has connections to Israeli intelligence and 

military.48 For example, Woolsey is a frequent speaker at the annual conference of the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT),49 housed at the IDC. Matthew Levitt, who sits 

on the advisory board of Foundation for Defense of Democracies,50 and is director of WINEP’s 

Stein Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence,51 is also on the advisory board of the ICT.52 

 

Figure 6.1: Key personalities in the transatlantic Islamophobia network 
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As noted in Table 1, Daniel Pipes heads the Middle East Forum. The Center for American 

Progress argues that both Pipes and the Middle East Forum are part of a network of 

‘misinformation experts’ that ‘peddle hate and fear of Muslims and Islam’ (Ali et al, 2011). He 

once wrote that, ‘Western European societies are unprepared for the massive immigration of 

brown-skinned peoples cooking strange foods and maintaining different standards of hygiene... 

All immigrants bring exotic customs and attitudes, but Muslim customs are more troublesome 

than most.’53 In a similar anti-Islam vein, Douglas Murray, the associate director of the Henry 

Jackson Society, has stated that ‘conditions for Muslims in Europe should be made harder across 

the board’.54 On the Israeli side, Dore Gold, head of the Jerusalem Centre for Public Affairs – 

which lists NGO Monitor as one of its online publications55 – is a former advisor to Israeli Prime 

Ministers Benjamin Netanyahu and Ariel Sharon.56 While he is not vocal about Muslims in 

Europe, Gold has argued that east Jerusalem must be under Israeli sovereignty because ‘Muslim 

Palestinians are looking to obliterate other faiths’ from the city.57 

 

However, human resources are not the only thing that this network has in common; it also shares 

funders. Although none of these organisations publish their list of donors, it was possible to track 

down a number of their backers through online searches and piecing together the wider network 

of related organisations. In total, we discovered that 60 US-based charities donated almost $41 

million to the 14 organisations outlined above that are promoting a right-wing anti-Islam agenda 

between 2009–2013. A complete listing of all the known funders of these groups and the total 

amount that they granted during this time can be accessed online at Powerbase, an online wiki 

project published by Spinwatch. It is noteworthy that the majority of these funders, indeed over 

80 per cent, support multiple organisations that collectively make up the Islamophobia industry. 
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Table 6.2 focusses on the top ten donors, along with the total they granted and their grantees, 

while Figure 2 illustrates the interconnectedness of this financial network. 

Table 6.2: Top ten donors to the transatlantic Islamophobia network between 2009–2013 
 

Charity/foundation Amount (US$) Grantees 

Abstraction Fund 3,439,130 CAMERA, Center for Security Policy, Clarion Project, David Horowitz 
Freedom Center, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Henry Jackson 
Society, Investigative Project on Terrorism, Middle East Forum and MEMRI 

Middle East Forum 4,876,434 NGO Monitor, CAMERA, Center for Security Policy, David Horowitz 
Freedom Center, Gatestone Institute, Investigative Project on Terrorism 
and MEMRI 

Klarman Family Foundation 2,600,000 NGO Monitor, Center for Security Policy, CAMERA, Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, Middle East Forum, MEMRI and WINEP 

Koret Foundation 1,840,000 NGO Monitor, CAMERA, Center for Security Policy, David Horowitz 
Freedom Center, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Henry Jackson 
Society, Investigative Project on Terrorism, Middle East Forum and MEMRI 

Lynde and Harry Bradley 
Foundation 

2,832,150 Center for Security Policy, David Horowitz Freedom Center, Foundation 
for Defense of Democracies, Middle East Forum and MEMRI 

Marcus Foundation 12,155,000 CAMERA, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, European Foundation 
for Democracy and MEMRI 

Newton and Rochelle Becker 
charities 

5,409,775 UN Watch, CAMERA, Center for Security Policy, Clarion Fund, David 
Horowitz Freedom Center, Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 
Investigative Project on Terrorism, MEMRI, Middle East Forum and WINEP 

Paul E. Singer foundations 1,475,000 NGO Monitor, European Foundation for Democracy and MEMRI 

Russell Berrie Foundation 1,620,000 Investigative Project on Terrorism and MEMRI 

Sarah Scaife Foundation Inc. 2,600,000 Center for Security Policy, David Horowitz Freedom Center and 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies 
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Figure 6.2 - Donors who provided more than $700,000 to the transatlantic Islamophobia network between 2009–2013

The largest donors include familiar names like Daniel Pipes' Middle East Forum (giving 

$4,876,434) and Nina Rosenwald’s the Abstraction Fund (giving $3,439,130). Of the other top 

donors, several are notable for being key funders of Republican causes. For example, the largest 

funder of Islamophobia is billionaire pharmacist, retail entrepreneur and philanthropist Bernard 

Marcus. Marcus donated almost $13.5 million to Republicans in 2016,58 while his Atlanta-based 

foundation provided more than $12.1 million to the transatlantic network between 2009–2013. 

Marcus sits on the board of directors of the Republican Jewish Coalition, the most significant 

Republican pro-Israel lobbying group in the United States,59 alongside Paul E. Singer, whose 

affiliated foundations are another major donor to Republicans and the transatlantic network 
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(giving the latter almost $1.5 million). Another billionaire businessman and philanthropist, 

Singer is currently the second largest conservative donor in the US, giving $23.5 million to 

Republican causes in 2016.60 And finally, businessman turned philanthropist Seth Klarman gave 

almost $3 million to Republican causes in 2016,61 while his Klarman Family Foundation gave $2.6 

million to the transatlantic network. As Klarman, Marcus and Singer are also key funders of the 

settlements, they will be discussed in more detail below, alongside other major donors.  

 

Connections to the settlements 

Although the international community is almost uniform in its condemnation of Israeli settlements, 

Israel’s expansion of illegal blocs is financed obliquely through community organisations that receive 

funding from abroad – mostly from the US (often ‘American Friends of’ organisations). In recent 

years, scholars and the media have increasingly been paying attention to the funding of Israeli 

settlements via American charitable donations. Several (2011) has provided background on the 

opacity of some of the key organisations funding the occupation;62 and in their extensive report on 

private American financial contributions to Israel, Fleisch and Sasson (2012) included over 40 

registered charities in the US that fund the settlements. More recently, Israel’s Haaretz newspaper 

published an in-depth report on this subject in 2015.63 While conducting my own research on this 

issue, I was surprised by the significant overlap between the funders of Islamophobia and Israel’s 

occupation of Palestine. In 2012, the Israeli government passed a new law to grant tax breaks for 

donations to organisations that promote pro-Zionist causes and the settlements (Hever, 2013: 20); 

but in the US, these donations are also tax-deductible when steered through a registered charity. A 

complete table of the same charitable organisations as in the previous table, but this time detailing 

which groups they have funded between 2009–2013 that support the continuing occupation of 

Palestine, as well as the total amount granted, can also be accessed online at Powerbase. 
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What was surprising to me, is that out of the 60 known charities/foundations that fund the 

transatlantic Islamophobia network, the data shows that 45 also finance organisations that Public 

Interest Investigations has identified as supporting Israel’s occupation and/or settlements, giving 

almost $169 million in only five years (2009–2013). The 2015 Haaretz report found that American 

donors gave over $220 million to Israeli settlements during the same time.64 While our research is 

still a work in progress, our own figures for the total funding are likely higher, as we have included 

groups that further both the occupation and the settlements, as well as several organisations that 

are supporting them to some degree. That said, the majority of ‘pro-settler organisations’ that we 

have identified overtly and/or uniformly fund Israel’s occupation and/or settlement enterprise. 

However, it is also important to point out that there are many pro-settler organisations that do not 

share any funding ties to the charities/foundations affiliated to Islamophobia. Here, we have 

identified 38 pro-settler organisations that share funders with the transatlantic Islamophobia 

network (the 14 organisations outlined above), 30 of which overtly and/or uniformly fund Israel’s 

occupation and/or settlements. The charities/foundations that contributed more than one million 

dollars each to them between 2009–2013 are included in Table 3. 

Table 6.3: Donors of Israel’s occupation/settlements giving at least $1 million between 2009–2013 
 

Charity/Foundation Amount (US$) Grantees 

Abramson Family Foundation 1,984,265 Birthright Israel 
Adelson Family Foundation 83,078,844 Birthright Israel, Christians United for Israel, Jewish National 

Fund and Zionist Organization of America 

Goldhirsh family foundations 1,300,000 Birthright Israel, Friends of Ir David, International Christian 
Embassy Jerusalem and Jewish National Fund 

Hertog Foundation 4,605,683 American Friends of Beir Orot, American Friends of the College 
of Judea & Samaria, American Friends of Hebrew University, 
Birthright Israel, Central Fund of Israel, Friends of Ir David, 
Friends of the IDF and Israel Independence Fund 

Hochberg Family Foundation 1,217,259 Birthright Israel, Friends of the IDF, Jewish National Fund, One 
Israel Fund, Proclaiming Justice to the Nations, StandWithUs and 
Zionist Organization of America 

Jacobson Family Foundation 
Trust 

8,495,000 Central Fund of Israel, Friends of the IDF, Friends of Ir David and 
Jerusalem Foundation 

Klarman Family Foundation 7,510,000 Central Fund of Israel, Friends of Ir David, Friends of the IDF, 
Jewish National Fund and StandWithUs 
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Koret Foundation 15,400,000 American Friends of the Hebrew University, Birthright Israel, 
Friends of the IDF, Jewish National Fund, StandWithUs and 
Zionist Organization of America 

Marcus Foundation 11,321,800 Birthright Israel, Christians United for Israel, Friends of the IDF 
and Jewish National Fund 

Milken family foundations 2,203,000 Aish HaTorah, American Friends of Ariel, Ariel University Center 
of Samaria, Central Fund of Israel, Friends of the IDF, Jewish 
National Fund, StandWithUs and Zionist Organization of America 

Moskowitz family foundations 20,917,300 American Friends of Ateret Cohanim, American Friends of Beit 
Orot, American Friends of Bet El Yeshiva, American Friends of 
Old City Charities, American Friends of Shiloh, American Friends 
of the College of Judea & Samaria, American Friends of the 
Everest Foundation, American Friends of Yeshiva High School in 
Kiryat Arba, American Friends of Bimad Alon Moreh, Americans 
for a Safe Israel, Central Fund of Israel, Friends of Ir David, 
Friends of Itamar, Friends of the IDF, Friends of Yeshivat Nir, 
Kiryat Arba, Gush Etzion Foundation, Haztalah Yehuda and 
Shamron, Hebron Fund, Israel Allies Foundation, Israel 
Independence Fund, One Israel Fund, Proclaiming Justice to the 
Nations, Shavei Hevron Institutions, Shilo Israel Children's Fund, 
Shuva Israel, StandWithUs and Zionist Organization of America 

Newton and Rochelle Becker 
charities 

1,351,000 Christians United for Israel, Friends of the IDF, Israel Allies 
Foundation, StandWithUs and Zionist Organization of America 

Paul E. Singer foundations 2,062,000 Aish HaTorah, Birthright Israel, Friends of the IDF and Israel 
Independence Fund 

Shillman Foundation 1,428,150 Christians United for Israel, Friends of the IDF,Jewish National 
Fund and Zionist Organization of America 

 
 
As noted above, not every organisation above is overtly and/or uniformly funding the 

occupation and/or settlements. For example, one of the causes that Public Interest Investigation 

has identified as supporting the occupation in some way is the New York-based Friends of the 

Israel Defense Forces (IDF), the US fundraising arm of the Israeli military – including its 

occupation forces. Friends of the IDF is the largest known international donor to the Israeli 

military, giving over $72 million in 2013 alone. Another organisation, Birthright Israel, is a pro-

Zionist organisation based in west Jerusalem that arranges and finances trips to Israel for Jewish 

young adults from around the world, aiming to strengthen their relations with the State of 

Israel. However, this includes trips to settlements in the occupied territories without 

acknowledging them as such.65 In 2013, the Birthright Israel Foundation in New York reported an 

income of over $74 million. Other organisations that have a wider mission, but also still support 

the occupation and/or settlements, include: Aish HaTorah, American Friends of Hebrew 
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University, Christians United for Israel, Jerusalem Foundation, Jewish National Fund, 

StandWithUs and Zionist Organisation of America. 

 

Otherwise, the remaining 30 organisations either run projects overtly supporting the 

colonisation of Palestine, or focus on individual settlements or the ethnic cleansing of Jerusalem. 

One that falls into the first group is the New York-based Central Fund of Israel, which supports a 

Jewish state in all of historical Palestine.66 It channels donations to Palestinian Media Watch,67 

and extremist Israeli groups like Im Tirtzu,68 a far right extra-parliamentary youth movement 

that has campaigned against universities, non-governmental organisations and peace groups.69 

Then there is the One Israel Fund, also based in New York, which was initially established in 

1994 as the American Friends of Yesha – the Yesha Council is the umbrella organisation of 

municipal councils of Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. Other organisations give to 

one particular settlement in the occupied territories, for example, American Friends of Ariel, 

American Friends of Beir Orot, American Friends of Bet El, American Friends of Kedumim, Gush 

Etzion Foundation and the Hebron Fund, among others. And finally, others focus exclusively on 

ethnically cleansing east Jerusalem, like Ir David and Friends of Ateret Cohanim. Ir David, also 

known as Elad, uses archaeology to stake exclusively Jewish claims over the land. The Israeli 

government granted it management of the national park in the east Jerusalem neighbourhood 

of Silwan, which Hever (2013: 23) says: ‘is used by Ir David to try and prove that the biblical King 

David was an historical figure, and that his kingdom in ancient Jerusalem justifies the Israeli 

occupation of the region and efforts to Judaise it (and to expel the indigenous Palestinian 

population through various means).’ Ateret Cohanim, on the other hand, is known for 

appropriating Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem. It also runs a yeshiva (a centre for the study 
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of religious scripture) in the Old City, where its students have sported sweatshirts calling for the 

destruction of Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque, the third holiest site in Islam.70 

 

Main funders of Islamophobia and the occupation/settlements 

Both the organisations funding the occupation and/or settlements and the transatlantic 

Islamophobia network are considerable in numbers and scope; however, there are several large 

donors who repeatedly appear, making the core of the network much tighter than its outlying 

elements. Indeed, among the largest funders of both Islamophobia and the settlements are the 

following charities/foundations: Adelson Family Foundation, Marcus Foundation, Moskowitz 

family foundations, Koret Foundation, Newton and Rochelle Becker charities, Klarman Family 

Foundation, Paul E. Singer foundations and Hertog Foundation. This section provides more 

information on the wealthy financiers behind them. 

 

Sheldon Adelson, a conservative casino billionaire, is by far the largest donor to the occupation 

and/or settlements, the Adelson Family Foundation giving over $83 million between 2009–2013. 

He and his wife Miriam also granted $25 million to Ariel University in the occupied West Bank.71 

Adelson has claimed that the Palestinians are ‘an invented people’ whose ‘purpose ... is to 

destroy Israel’.72 He sits on the board of the Republican Jewish Coalition and owns the right-wing 

Israeli daily Israel Hayom, which is so closely associated with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu that it is typically referred to as Bibiton (‘Bibi’ is Netanyahu’s nickname; iton is 

Hebrew for ‘newspaper’).73 His foundation funded the transatlantic network through MEMRI 

(giving $750,000); however, in previous years, Adelson reportedly donated more than $1.5 

million to the Foundation for Defense of Democracies,74 as well as over $300,000 to CAMERA.75 

He is currently the top US donor to Republican causes, giving almost $78 million in 2016.76 
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Indeed, during the lead up to the 2016 presidential campaign, potential Republican candidates all 

competed in what is known as the ‘Adelson primary’ to secure access to his vast fortune.77 When 

it became obvious that outsider Donald Trump was ahead, Adelson was one of the few 

Republican donors to back him, later taking ‘an honorary position as a member of Trump’s 

inauguration committee’.78 According to Forbes, he is currently worth $31 billion.79 

 

The second largest donor is the above-mentioned Marcus Foundation, giving almost $23.5 

million to Islamophobia and the occupation and/or settlements combined. A co-founder of the 

American retailer Home Depot, its founder Bernard Marcus serves as director of the Foundation 

for Defense of Democracies, which he also generously funds (he gave it almost $11 million 

between 2009–2013). Alongside Israeli Ayre Carmon, in 1991 Marcus co-founded the Israel 

Democracy Institute, described by one writer at the Jerusalem Post as being extremely well 

financed, secular, on the Israeli left and having ‘close links to unelected [Israeli] elites, chiefly in 

the legal establishment, the media and academia, who determine so much of public policy’.80 

Marcus was a vocal critic of the Obama administration, calling it ‘amateurs in the White House’ 

and ‘amateurs surrounded by amateurs’.81 

 

The third largest donor is California-based casino magnate Irving Moskowitz, giving almost $21 

million to the occupation and/or settlements and over $500,000 to Islamophobia (all to MEMRI). 

Moskowitz has been buying property in occupied east Jerusalem for decades;82 more recently, he 

acquired Palestinian farmland in the occupied West Bank for a new settlement, a move that was 

embraced by Israel but condemned by American officials.83 A long-time Republican donor, in 

2012 he gave his largest donation yet: $1 million to a super PAC linked to the neoconservative 

Karl Rove.84 Moskowitz has also reportedly funded groups that question the legitimacy of 
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President Barack Obama's US citizenship, ‘and others that stoke fears about the [former] 

president's alleged ties to “radical Islam”.’85 

 

The Koret Foundation comes in fourth place, giving more than $17 million in total to both causes. 

Based in San Francisco, the foundation was established in 1978 by Russian-born Joseph Koret and his 

wife Stephanie, alongside Tad Taube, friend and chief executive officer of their women's sportswear 

company, Koret of California, Inc., which they sold to Levi Strauss Company in 1979. Joseph’s second 

wife, Susan, became chair for life of the foundation after his death in 1982, and Taube currently 

serves as its president.86 A personal friend describes Taube as ‘a strong Republican, very right-

wing’.87 In January 2016, he was embroiled in a scandal when it was reported that several women at 

Stanford University’s Hoover Institution ‘complained about Taube’s “lewd” behaviour as part of an 

investigation into the treatment of women at the conservative think tank.’88 Taube is also locked in 

another legal battle with Joseph Koret’s second wife Susan, who decided to sue him ‘and other Koret 

board members in 2014, accusing them of steering the foundation’s money to conservative causes 

and Taube’s pet projects rather than helping the needy’.89 

 

In fifth place is the the Klarman Family Foundation, which gave a total of over $10 million to 

Islamophobia and the settlements. As noted earlier, the foundation is run by billionaire Seth 

Klarman, whose worth Forbes estimates to be about $1.38 billion.90 Forward newspaper 

describes Klarman as a ‘wealthy American Jewish investor… following in the footsteps of 

Sheldon Adelson and Ron Lauder [president of the World Jewish Congress and another close ally 

of Netanyahu] in acting on his belief that coverage of Israel within Israel itself is unbalanced and 

unjustifiably hostile – and that he can do something about it.’91 And indeed he did; he financed 

the right-wing Israel newspaper The Times of Israel. Klarman has publicly stated that he opposes 
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the settlements, saying in 2012, ‘We think it was a bad policy from the beginning and continues 

to be a bad policy.’92 Nevertheless, his foundation continued to funnel money to pro-settler 

organisations after this statement. 

 

Other major donors include the late Newton Becker and his wife Rochelle. The Becker’s have 

two foundations that support pro-settler and anti-Islam causes: the Newton and Rochelle Becker 

Foundation and Newton and Rochelle Becker Charitable Trust. Together, they donated over $6.8 

million. The 2011 report by the Center for American Progress names both charities as among the 

seven top contributors of Islamophobia in the US, contributing $1,136,000 to Islamophobic 

organisations between 2001–2009 (Ali et al, 2011: 19). According to the pro-settler group 

StandWithUs, Newton Becker ‘shifted the paradigm of pro-Israel activism. Without him, the pro-

Israel community would not be as strong and effective as it is today.’93 Another big donor is 

conservative businessman turned philanthropist Roger Hertog. His Hertog Foundation granted 

almost $5.5 million in total to both causes. Hertog is currently chairperson of the New York-

based Tikvah Fund, which was first established by the late American billionaire Zalman Bernstein 

and finances right-wing settlement projects in the occupied territories. Its board members 

include: Elliot Abrams, national security advisor during the George W. Bush administration; 

William Kristol, founder and editor of the right-wing political magazine The Weekly Standard; 

and Sallai Meridor, former Israeli Ambassador to the United States.94 And finally, the last major 

donor I want to highlight is Paul E. Singer, whose foundation spent more than $3.5 million. 

Singer’s estimated worth is $2.2 billion, having earned his fortune as the CEO of Elliott 

Management Corporation, a hedge fund he founded in 1977.95 During Israel’s 2014 attack on the 

Gaza Strip, Singer characterised Palestine solidarity demonstrations in Paris as ‘pogroms’ and 

accused European governments of signalling that ‘it is ok to be anti-Semitic’.96 
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Concluding comments 

This chapter focuses only on selected key American funders of the transatlantic Islamophobia 

network. It is important to stress, once again, that not every donor is rich or Republican; nor do all 

of them finance Israel’s occupation and/or settlements. However, the fact that 75 per cent of them 

do fund the latter, and that a small number of wealthy conservatives are funnelling tens of millions 

of dollars every year to both Islamophobia and the occupation and/or settlements, indicates that 

while the geographical reach of the transatlantic network is vast, it does not necessarily represent 

people on the ground. Indeed, a recent poll shows that more Americans support UN resolution 

2334 condemning the settlements than oppose it (35 per cent approve, 28 per cent reject and 36 

per cent hold no opinion or do not know).97 A 2016 Pew Research Center survey found that only 17 

per cent of American Jews think that continued settlement building helps the security of Israel, 

while 44 per cent say it hurts Israel.98 And a 2015 survey found that 37 per cent of Americans 

support either economic sanctions against Israel over the settlements or more serious action, while 

31 per cent prefer verbal sanction and only 27 per cent recommend doing nothing.99 

 

The irony, as writer Jason Zengerle points out, is that most American Jews vote Democrat, and yet the 

Republican party has become transformed into a pro-Israel stalwart by a small group of donors and 

activists, especially since the election of President Barack Obama.100 Zengerle reports one prominent 

Jewish member of the GOP rhetorically asking: ‘Long term, do more Jews become Republicans? Who 

gives a shit? What matters is that the Republican Party as a whole has become unapologetically and 

unflinchingly pro-Israel.’101 And being pro-Israel now appears to be more important than steering 

clear of anti-Seminism: the Republican Jewish Coalition, Zionist Organization of America and Israel 

Hayom – all affiliated with Sheldon Adelson – recently spoke out in defence of Steve Bannon, 



 

 22 

President Donald Trump’s White House chief of strategy, who has been subject to widespread 

‘allegations that he peddled in anti-Semitism when he was chief of Breitbart News’.102 As President 

Trump is sworn in at the time of writing, it is worth quoting Zengerle’s 2015 article at length: 

 

Under the next Republican president, one neoconservative foreign-policy 

thinker predicts, the American Embassy in Israel will be moved from Tel Aviv to 

Jerusalem. American military aid to Israel, already substantial, will become 

even more substantial. “They’ll get whatever they want. They’ll get shit they 

don’t want. We’ll arm them to the teeth.” And it won’t just be Israel. On other 

national-security issues, ranging from domestic surveillance to Iranian nukes, 

the priorities of Adelson and his fellow Jewish Republicans are now the 

priorities of the GOP. “Now, when the GOP ultimately does succeed and takes 

back the White House,” this neocon says, “the hawks will have their way.”103 

 

This myopia is dangerous for the world. Although Republican politicians are increasingly out of 

step with the American public – not to mention the international community – on Israel, the 

peddling of Islamophobia has helped them to win a majority in the house and senate, and now 

even the presidency. It is hard to imagine a European public acting as complacent, but as long as 

these organisations do not have to reveal their funders, it is difficult to know for sure who is 

influencing politics anywhere, especially in relation to Israel. 
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